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not obtain from him those renseignements respecting
the place which are so useful to a stranger. However,
I believe I managed by myself to see everything,
except (what by the by is somewhat in the manner
of the omission of the part of Haralet) the famous
vineyards of Medoc, which produce the wines of
Lafitte, and Gh&teaa Margatix. The whole region,
round Bordeaux is, in fact, nothing but a vast vineyard,
the portion of it devoted to other cultivation being
quite insignificant when compared with the space
occupied by the vines, M. Guestier took me out in his
carriage to dinner at his country house on the eve of
my departure. I found him a very pleasant intelligent
man, almost English, having been educated in England
and having brought his wife from thence. Since my
return to Paris I have been informed that Mr Lyell
reached Bordeaux some days before me, and that he
must also have left it some days previous to my arrival.
The appearance of the town of Bordeaux is, I think,
more striking than that of any other city I have
seen in France. The spirit of improvement has taken
possession of the people here to an extraordinary
extent. They have pulled down, and have commenced
building up on a grand seale^Snd to such an extent,
that it will require many years to compleat their plans.
* An excursion which I made, a short distance from
Bordeaux, afforded me more gratification than any
thing during my sojourn in that quarter. It was to
visit the residence of Montesquieu; the habitation of
his ancestors, where he was born and lived and wrote*
It is an ancient castle surrounded by a broad moat,
preserved almost in its original state, with its towers,
and loopholes, and drawbridge. I wish I had been a
better draughtsman, as a view of it would have been
a great addition to your collection of authors' houses.*
In 1831, accompanied by his friead Tortie, he
travelled through Northern  Italy, antl  parl of